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Conservation Works to 
Statues and Tympanum
In recent weeks the statues at the front of 
the Cathedral have come in for much pos-
itive comment. White the Cathedral was 
being surveyed, the Design Team discov-
ered an amount of erosion to the statues 
and the tympanum (or entablature) on the 
front façade. The statues were put in place 
in the early 1890’s and so have suffered 
approx 120 years of wind, rain, snow and 
frost. Typically some of the figures had 
parts missing, while holes and cracks 
were evident on others.  Also some steel 
props were in a state of decay.
 In the Spring of 2011 an application 
was made to the Heritage Council and 

a grant of €100,000 was secured. Since 
public funding was associated with these 
works the tender process had to follow the 
rules of public procurement. The contract 
was awarded to Conservation and Resto-
ration Ltd who commenced the works in 
August and completed them in Novem-
ber last. The repairs included cleaning, 
sealing, repair of cracks, metal brackets, 
flashing, pointing, and repairs to lintels 
over doors. These features of the Cathe-
dral’s architecture seem to stand out more 
than in many years and are hopeful sym-
bols for the future Restoration Project.

Extract taken from ‘Guardians of the Flame’ – Jubilee Year 2000.


